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Summary of North Polar Expedition o

the Peary Arctic Club
Battle Harbor Labrador via Wire-

less Capo Ray N P
The steamer Roosevelt left Now

York July 61905 left Sydney on July
17 arrived at Capo York Greenland i

August left JOtah Greenland August
8 arrived Cape Sheridan at Grant
land September 1 wintered at Capo
Sheridan

Tie sledge expedition loft tho noose
volt February 15 1909 sad started for
tho north Arrived at Capo Columbia
March 1 passed Ilrltlsh retard March
2 delayed by open water March 2 and
3 held up by open water March 4 to
11 crossed tho eightyfourth parallel
March 11 encountered open lead
March 1C crossed eightyfifth parallel
March 18 crossed eightysixth parallel
March S3 encountered open loud
March 23 passed Norwegian record
March 23 passed Italian record March
24 encountered open lead March 2G

crossed eightyseventh parallel March
27 pasted American record March 28
cncountcdcd open lead March 28 hold
up by open water March 29 crossed
eightyeighth parallel April 2 crossed
elghtynlnth parallel April of north
pole April 6

On returning loft north pole April
7 reached Cape Columbia April 23 nr
riving on board Roosevelt April 27
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Battle Harbor Labrador via Mar

cronl WlroleM Capo Ray N F
The steamer Roosevelt bearing the
North Polar expedition of tho Peary
Arctic club parted company with tho
Erik and steamed out of Ktah ford
late In tho afternoon of August 18
1908 setting tko usual court for Cape
Sablne Tho weather was dirty with
fresh southerly winds Wo had on-

board 22 Eskimo men 17 women and
10 children 22G dogs and some forty
odd walrus

As wo neared Capo Sabino the
weather cleared somewhat and we
patted close by Threo Voort inland
pnd Capo Sablne easily making out
with tho naked eye tho house at
Hayes Harbor occupied by mo In the
winter of 19012

Hampered By the Ice
From Capo Sabine north there was

so much water that we thought of
eeltlng tho lug sail before tho south
crnly wind but a llttlo later appear
nnco of Ice to the northward stopped
this There was clean open water
to Capo Albert andtTom thero scot
tered Ico to a point about abreast of
YJctorJa Head thick weather and
dense Ice bringing us some ten or fit
teen miles away

Then wo again worked westward
nnd northward till We reached n series
of lakes coming to a stop a few miles
south of tho Windwards winter quar ¬

ters at Capo Durvlllo
Through Fog and Crystal

From hero after some delay wo
slowly worked away northeastward
through tog and broken Ico of medium
thickness through one night and the-

e forenoon of the next day only omergweatherfruthroughnel uninterrupted by either Ice or
I fog to Lady Franklin bay Here wo
encountered both Ico and fog and
while working along In search of a
practicable opening worn forcedatIsqueezedua nlcho In the Ice but after
some hours we made another short
run to Black caps and hung on to n
grounded bit ot ice

Reached Open Water
At last a llttlo after midnight of

September 6 wo passed through ex-
tremely

¬

heavy running Ice Into a

Capunawson
Within a quarter of an hour ot tho

same time wo arrived three years be
tore7 a m September Gwo reach
ed the open water extending beyond
Cape Sheridan We steamed up to tho
end of It and it appeared practicableCapefmy
winter quarters

But the outlook being unsatisfac-
tory I went back and put the Roose
volt into tho only opening In the lice
being barred close to the mouth of
tho Sheridan river a little north of our
position three years prior

More Snow To Combat
Tho season was advanced further

than In 1905 There wasmoro snow
on the ground and tho now Ice Inside
the floo borg was much thicker

Tho work of discharging tho ship
wtw commenced at once and rushed
to comploUon Tho supplies and
equipment we sledged across Ice and
sea and deposited on shore

This settlement on the stormy
shores of the Arctic ocean was chris
toned Hubbardvlllo

Hunting parties were sent out on
September 10 and a bear was brought
In on the 12th and soma deer a day or
two later

On September 1C the full work of
transporting supplies to Capo Colum ¬

blA was inaugurated Marvin with
Dr Goodsall and Borup and the Eskl
mos took 16 sledge loads of supplies
to Capo Belknap and on the 27th the
Beanie party started with loads to
Porter bayConstant

Fight For Life
Tho work of bunting and transport

Ing supplies was prosecuted continu ¬

ously by the members ot the party and
tho Eskimos until November 5 when
tho supplies for tho spring sledge trip
had been removed from winter quar ¬

ters and deposited at various places
from Capo Colan to Cape Columbia

In the latter part of September tho
movement of tho Ice subjected tho
ihlp to a pressure Which lifted her to
port some eight or ten degrees and
she did not recover till the following
cprlng

In October I went on a hunt with
two Eskimos across the field and Parr I

bay and tho peninsula mado tho clr
cult of Clcmanta Markham inlet and
returned to the ship in seven days with I

16 musk oxen a bear and a deertripIProf MncMlllan went to Columbia in
November and obtained a month of ti ¬

dal observations returning In D + rom
bar In December roooa Bnrun moved
the iiocla depot to Cape Coian Dart
lett made n hunting trip overlnnd to
Lake Hazcn and Hansen went to
Clomant Markham inlet

crossedIBryant
observations Bartlctt crossed till
channel and made tho circuit of New-

Man bay and explored the peninsula
After he returned Goodsell went to
Markham Inlet and Borup toward
Lake Hazen In tho Interior on hunt-
Ing trips

In tho February moon Bartlett wont
to Capo Hecla Goodoll moved some
moro supplies from Hecla to Capo
Colan and Borup went to Markham
Inlet on a hunting trip On February
5 Bartlett left tho Roosevelt with his
division for Cape Columbia and Parr
bay

Followed Bartletta Trail
On the last day of February Bartlett

with his pioneer division accomplish-
ed

¬

this and his division got away due
north over the Ice on March 1 Tho
remainder of the party got away on
Bnrtletta trail and I followed An hour
later

We camped 10 miles from Crane
City The easterly wind and low tern
pcraturo continued In the second
march wo passed the British record
made by Markham In May 1876 SSJO

and were stopped by open water
which bad been formed by the whd
after Barlett passed

Halted By Wide Lake
Marvin caino back also fo moro

fuel and nlc > hnl Tho wind continued
forming open water ill about Ui At
the end of tho fourth march we camo
upon Bartlett who bad stopped by a-

wd0 lake of open water Wo remain ¬

ed here from March 4 to March 11

I

lsAt noon of March 5 the sun red and
shaped like a football by excessed re-
Election just raised Itself above tho
horizon for a tow minutes and then
disappeared again It was the first
time I had aeon it since October 1

The sounding of the lead gave 11
fathoms During this march we cross-
ed tho eightyfourth parallel and tra ¬

versed a succession of just frozon leads
from a few hundred yards to a mile in
width This march whs really simple

Free of the Leads
On tho 14th wo got free of the leads

and came on decent going While wo
were making camp a courier from
Marvin came and Informed me he was
on the march in the rear The tem-
pera

¬

turo was 09
In the morning I discovered that Mc¬

Mlllans foot was badly frostbitten
This mishap had occurred two or threo
days before but McMillan had said
nothing about It In tho hope that It
would come out all right

A glance at tho Injury showed mo
that the only thing was to send hint
back to Capo Columbia at once The
arrival of Marvin and Borup enabled
me to spare sufficient men and dogs
to go back with him

On leaving the camp tao expedition
comprised 16 men 12 sledges and 100
dogs The next march was satisfac

characterofpronounced movements In the Ice both
visible and audible Some leads wero
crossed In one of which Borup and his
team took a bath and wo wore finally
stopped by an Impracticable lead open ¬

ing In front of us
They Overtake Hansens Party

We camped in a temperature of SO

At the end ot two abort marches wo
came upon Hansen and his party in
camp mending their sledges We de-

voted
¬

the remainder of tho day to
overhauling and mending sledges and
breaking up our damaged ones for ma ¬

tonal
The next morning I put Marvin In

tho lead lo pioneer tho trail with in ¬

structions to make two forced marches
to bring up our average which had
been cut down by tho last two short
ones Marvin carried out his Instruc ¬

tions implicitly A considerable
amount of young lee assisted In this

At the end of the tenth march lath ¬

tude 8523 Borup turned back In com ¬

mand of the second supporting party
having traveled a distance equivalent
In Nansens Ulatnnco from this far to
his farthest north

From this point the expedition com ¬

prised 20 men 10 sledges and 70 dogs
It was necessary for Marvin to take
a sledge from here and I put Bartlett
and his division In advance to pioneer
tho trail

The continual daylight enabled mo
to make a moderation hero that
brought my advance and main parties
closer together and reduced the likeli ¬

hood of their being separated by open
loads

Always on the Hunt
After Bartlett left camp with Hen ¬

derson and their division Marvin and
I remained with our divisions 20 hours
longer and then followed

When wo reached Bartlctts camp ho
broke out and went on and wo turned
In By this engagement the advance
party was traveling while the main
party was asleep and vice versa aud 1

was In touch with my advance party
every 24 bnurs

At our position at the end of the sec-
ond march Marvin obtained a satis¬

factory sight for latitude In clear
trcsthcr hch pacu MS al ooAo
This result agreed very satisfactorily
with the dead reckoning of Marvin
Bartlett nail myself Up to this tlmb
tho slight altitude of the sun had made
It not worth while to wasto time in

observationsTho
day Bartlett let himself

out evidently for a record and reeled
oft plump 20 mites Hero Marvin ob-
tained another satisfactory sight on
latitude which gave the position as
3638 or beyond the farthest north of
Nanen and Abruzzi and showed that
we had covered 50 minutes In latitude
In three marches

Passed Norwegians Record
In theso threo marches wo passed

the Norwegian record of 8614 by Nan
sen and tho Italian record ot 8631 by

CagnlFrom
this point Marvin turned back

In command of tho third supporting
party My last words to him were

He careful of tho leads my boy
Thu north march was over good go

Ing but for iho first time since leaving
land we experienced that condition
frequent over tbesolco Holds of n hazy
ntut sphere In which the light Is equal
everywhere All relief Is destroyedatyiplance

I came upon Bartlett and his party
fagged out and temporarily discour-
aged

¬

by tho heartracking work of
making a road

I know what was the matter with It
They wero simply spoiled by the good
going on the previous marches I ral¬

lied them a bit lightened their aledgea
and set them on encouraged again

During tho next march wo traveled
through a thick haze drifting over tho
leG before a biting air from the north
Bust At the end of the march we

camo upon the captain camped beside
a wide open lead with a dense black
water sky northwest north and north

eastWe
built our igloos and turned In

but before I had fallen asleep I was
roused out by a movement of the ice
and found a startling condition of a-
Gfairsa rapidly widening toad of
black water ran but a few feet from
our Igloos One of my teams of dogs
had escaped by only a few feet from
being dragged by tie movement of the
Ico Into tho water

Prepared For a Dash
Kicking out the door of the Igloos I

called to tho captains men to pack
their sledges and be ready for n dash
when a favorable chance arrived

Wo hurried our things on our
sledges hitched the dogs and movod
on to a larger Hoe west of us Then
leaving one man to look out for tho
doss and sledges we hurried over to
assist tho captains party to Join us

A corner of their raft caught in too
Ice on our bldo For the rest of the
night and during the next day the Ice
suffered the torments at the damned
surging together opening out groan ¬

ing and grinding while the open
water belched black smoke Wke a
prairie fire Then the motion ceased
the open water closed tho atmosphere
to tho north was cleared and we rush¬

ed across before tho ice should open
againA

of laterally open leads
was crossed and after them soma
heavy old Ice and then wo came to a
layer of young loe Bomo of which
buckled under our sledges and this
gave us a straight way of six miles
to the north Then camp more heavy
old floes covered with hard snow This
was a good long march

The next march was also a long one
It was BartlettB last hit Ho let him ¬

self out over a series of large old
floes steadily increasing In diameter
and covered with bard snow

Supplies Insufficient
During the last few miles I walked

beside him or In advance He was
very solemn and anxious to go farther
but tho program was for him to go
back from hero in contmand of thO
fourth supporting party and there
were no supplies for an income in the
main party

We concluded wo were on or near
tho eightyeighth parallel unless the
north wind had lost us several tulles
Tho wind blew all night and all the
following day At this camp In the
morning Bartlett started to walk five
or MX miles to the north to make sure
of reaching tho eightyeighth parallel

While ho was gone I selected the
40 best dogs In tho outfit and had
them doubled and I picked out five of
the best sledges and assigned thorn ex ¬

pressly to the captains party I
broke up the seventh for material with
which to repair the others and set
Eskimos at this work

I had given Bartlett this position
and post of honor in command of my
fourth and last supporting party and
for two reasons first because ot his
magnificent handling of the Roose-
velt second because ho had cheer ¬

fully stood between me and many
trifling annoyances on the expedition

Second Nearest To Pole
Then thero was a third reason IL

seemed to me appropriate in view of
the magnificent British record of the
Arctic work covering three centuries
that it should be a British subject who
could boast that next to an American
ho had been nearest to the pole
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Battle Harbor Labrador via Mar
coni Wireless Capo Ray N FWllht-
he disappearance of Bartlett I turned
to the problem before me This was
that for which I worked for 32 years
for which I had conserved all my en-

ergy
¬

on the upward trip for which I
had trained myself as for a race
crushing down every worry about sue
cess

Marked By Great Loyalty
My party might bo regarded as un

ideal which had now come to realiza ¬

lion as loyal and responsive to my
will as the fingers of my right hand
Four of them carried the technique ot
dogs sledges Ice and cold as their
heritageMy

now that the repairs

were completed wore In good can 111 ¬

tlon My supplies were ample for 40
days and with the reserve represent¬

ed by the dogs themselves could be
mado to last 50

I declddd that I should train every
nerve to make five marches of 15
miles each crowding theso marches in
such a way as to brlrg us to the end of
the fifth starch long enough before
noon to permit the Immediate taking
of an observation for latitude

Plans For Final Oath
Weather and leads permitting I be-

lIeved
¬

I could do this If my proposed
distances were cut down by any
chance I had two means In reserve
for making up tho deficit First to
make tbo last march a forced one
stopping to make tea and rest the
dogs but not to sleep second at the
end ot the fifth march to make a

I forced march with a light sledge n
double team of dogs and one or two
of tho party leaving tho rest in camp

Lean as a Board
At midnight of April 1 after a few

hours of sound sleep I hit tho trail
leaving the others to break camp and
follow As I climbed tho pressure
ridge back of our igloos I set another
hole in my belt tho third slnco I start-
ed

¬

Every man and dog of us was as
lean and flatbellied as a board and as
hard

Good Pace For Ten Hours-
I set a good paco for about ten

hours Twentyfive miles took mo well
beyond tho eightyeighth parallel
Whilo I was building my Igloos a long
lead formed by the east and southeast
of us at a distance of a few miles

A few hours sleep and wo wero on
the trail again Al the going was now
practically horizontal we were unham ¬

pered and could travel as long as wo
pleased and sleep as little as vre

wishedTho
weather was fine and the going

like that of tho previous day except at
the beginning when pickaxes wero re
qulred This and a brief stop at an ¬

other lead cut down our distance
But we had mado 20 miles In 10

hours and were half way to the eighty
ninth parallel

Position Was 8925
Before I turned In I took an ob ¬

servation which indicated our position
as 8925 A dense lifeless pall hung
overhead The horizon was black and
tho Ice beneath was a ghastly chalky
white with no relief a striking con¬

trast to the glimmering sunlit fields
of It over which we had been traveling
for the previous four

The last few hours da8IIce nnd occasionally
galloping We made
the air tho sky and the bitter wind
burning the face till it cracked

Their Fear Increased
Up to this time with each successive

march our fear of an impassable lead
had Increased At every inequality of
tho ice I found myself hurrying breath-
lessly

¬

forward fearing that it marked
a lead and when I arrived at the sum ¬relletIsame way at the next one

But on this march by some strange
shift of feeling this fear fell from me
completely The weather was thick
but It gave me no uneasiness

A rise in temperature to 15 below re
ducted the friction of the sledges and
ewe the dogs the appearance of hay
Ing caught the spirit 01 the party

Dogs Voice the Spirit
The more sprightly ones as they

went along with tightly curled tails
frequently tossed their heads with
short sharp barks and yelps

In 12 hours wo had made 40 miles
Ti ere was no sign of a lead In tho
march I had now mado my five
marches and was In time for a hasty
noon observation through a temporary
break in tho clouds which Indicate
our position as 8957

I quoin un entry from my journal
sorjp hour later

The polo at last The prize of three
centuries my dream and goal for 20
years Mine at last I can not bring
myself to icnllzc It It all seers no
simple and commonplace

Tho first 30 hours at tho pole were
spent in taking observations in going
some ten miles beyond our camp nnd
some eight miles to tho right of It In
taking protograpbs planting my flags
depositing my records studying the
horizon with my telescope for possible
land and searching for a practicable
place to make a sounding

Life In Balance on Return
Ten hours after our arrival the

clouds cleared before a light breeze
from our left and from that time until
our departure In the afternoon ot
April 7 tho weather was cloudless and
flawless The minimum temperature
during the 30 hours was 83 below tho
maximum 12

I had a brief talk with my men
From now on it was to be a big travel
Ultlo sleep and a hustle every minute
We would try I told them to double
march on the returnthat Is to start
and cover one of our northward
marches make tea and cat our lunch ¬

eon In the Igloos then cover another
march eat and sleep a tow hours and
repeat this dally

Every day that wo joined on tho re
turn lessen the chances of a gale de¬

stroying tho track Just above the
eightyseventh parallel was a region
some CO miles wide which caused me
considerable uneasiness Twelvo
hours of strong easterly westerly or
northerly wind would make this region
an open Sea

In tho afternoon of tho 7th we start
ed on our return having doublefed the
dogs repaired tho sledges for the last
time and discarded all our spare cloth-
Ing to lighten tho loads

No Bottom To the Sea
AH my wire 1500 fathoms was teat

down but there was no bottom In
pulling up tho wire parted a few
fathoms from the surface and lead
and wire Vent to the bottom Oft
went reel and handle lightening the
rledges still further Wo had no more
use for them now

Three marches brought us back to
the Igloos where the captain turned
back Tho last march was In tho wild
sweep of a northerly gale with drift
Ing snow and the lee rocking under us
tis wo dashed over It

South of where Marvin had turned
back we came to whore his party hat
built several Igloos whim delayed by
open leads

Found Traces of Marvin
Fortunately the movement of these

leads was simply open and shut and It
took considerable water motion to
fault the trail seriously

While the captain Marvin and as I
found out later Borup had been de-
layed by open leads wo seemed to
bear a potent charm and at no single
lead were We delayed moro than a
couplo of hours

We picked up the old trail again
north of tho seventh Igloos followed
It beyond tho fifth and at the big lead
lost It finally

From hero we followed the captains
trail end on April 23 our sledges pose
ed up the vertical edge of the glacier
Frltge a little west f Capo Columbiar

When the lost sledge came up i
thought my Eskimos had gone crazy
They yelled and called and danced
themselves helpless

A few hours later wo arrived at
Crane City under the bluffs of Cape
Columbia and after putting four
pounds of pemmican into each of the
faithful dogs to keep them quiet wo
had at last our chance to sleep

Never shall I target that sleep at
Cape Columbia It was sleep sleep
then turn over and sleep again

We reached Hecla in ono march and
tho Roosevelt In another

Before I arrived a flying Eskimo
courier from me overtook them with
instructions that tho caches were no
longer needed and that they wero to
concentrate their energies on tidal
observations etc at Cape Morris
Jesup and north from there

Instructions Carried Out
These Instructions wero carried out

and after their return In tho latter
part of May McMillan mado some fur-
ther tidal observations at other points

Tho supplies remaining at the vari-
ous caches were brought In and on
July 18 tho Roosevelt left her winter
quarters and was driven out Into the
channel back of Capo Nion

She fought her way south In the
center of the channel and passed Capo
Sabine on August 8 or 30 days earlier
than In 1908 and 32 days earlier than
the British expedition in 1876

We picked lip Whitney and his
party and the stores at Eton We
killed 70 odd walrus for my Eskimos
whom I landed at their homes

We met the Jeanie off Saunders Is ¬

land and took over her coal and clear-
ed from Cape York on August 20 one
month earlier than in 1906

The Big Message Sent
On September 5 we arrived at In

dlan Harbor whence tho message
Stars and Stripes nailed to nortb

pole was sent vibrating emtu
through the crisp Labrador air

This culmination of long experience
a thorough knowledge of tho condi¬

tions of tho problem gained in the
last expedition together with n new
typo of sledgo which reduced the work
of both dogs and driver and a new
type of camp cooler which added to
comfort and increased tho hours ot
sleep of the members ot the party
combined 1o make the present expedi ¬

tion an agreeable Improvement upon
the last in regard to the rapidity and
effectiveness of its work and the lea ¬

sened discomfort and strain upon tho
members of the party

As to the personnel I have again
been particularly fortunate Captain
Bartlett Is Just Bartlett tireless
sleepless enthusiastic whether on tho
bridge or in the crows nest or at the
hold of a sledge in the field

Tho members of the crew and tho
foremen were a distinct improvement
over thoso of the last expedition

And for the splendid four who stood
beside mo at the pole a boat and tent
to requite them for their energy and
the hardship and toll they underwent
to help their friend Penry to the north
pole

Tribute To Arctic Club
But all of thlsIho dearly bought

years of experience the magnificent
strength of the Roosevelt tho splendid
energy and enthusiasm of my party
tho loyal faithfulness of my Eskimos
could have gone for naught but for
the faithful necessaries of war fur
nished so loyally by the members and
friends of the Panty Arctic Club and
It Is no detraction from tbe living to
say that to no single Indlvdual has the
fine result been more signally duo
than to my friend tho late Morris K
Jesup tbo first president of tho club

Their assistance has enabled mo to
tell tho last ot tho great earth stories

tho story the world has been wan-
ing to hear for 300 years tho story of
the discovery of the north vole

ROBERT E PEAKY


